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Q
uick Start

If students need guidance to w
ork the W

ord Steps puzzles, use the follow
ing 

procedures:

	
1.	

C
hoose the lesson you w

ill teach.  D
uplicate the blank student w

orksheet by 
copying the first page of the lesson or using the printable copy from

 the C
D

.

	
2.	

G
ive each student a copy of the w

orksheet.  M
ake a transparency or project 

a copy of the blank w
orksheet onto a w

hiteboard to be filled in as students 
are guided through the clues.

	
3.	

R
ead clue 1 w

ith the students and help them
 determ

ine the w
ord for row

 
one of the W

ord Steps puzzle.  T
he second page of each W

ord Steps puzzle 
is a filled-in w

orksheet to be used as an A
nsw

er K
ey.

	
4.	

Fill in row
 1 of the W

ord Steps puzzle.

	
5.	

L
ook at the shaded boxes w

ith boldfaced text in them
.  T

ransfer these letters 
into the boxes directly below

 them
.  T

hese letters w
ill serve as additional 

clues to the next w
ord.

	
6.	

Proceed to read the clues and fill in the boxes, transferring the grayed letters 
each tim

e.

	
7.	

W
hen all the boxes are filled in, w

ork together to choose w
ords that w

ill 
appropriately fill the blanks in the paragraph found on each w

orksheet.  N
ot 

all of the w
ords w

ill be used.

T
he 60 W

ord Steps lessons follow.  R
em

em
ber, the first page of each lesson is the 

student page.  T
he second page is the A

nsw
er K

ey and can be used to guide the 
lesson.

	
1.

s
q

u
a

r
e

	
2.

.
.

.
a

r
e

n
a

	
3.

.
.

.
.

r
e

a
l

i
z

e
d

	
4.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
r

e
d

e
f

i
n

e

	
5.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

i
n

e
v

i
t

a
b

l
e
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Clues
	 1.	 a 4-sided shape with equal sides and 4 right angles
	 2.	 a large building to see concerts and sports, shaped as an oval or 

rectangle
	 3.	 to have finally fully understood
	 4.	 to give a definition of a word again
	 5.	 something that will certainly happen; unavoidable
	 6.	 a small square or rectangular pad of paper or a round medicine 

pill
	 7.	 stationery with a name and address that is often rectangular in 

shape
	 8.	 opposite of son, female related to her parents
	 9.	 put this in your ear to block out noise or to hear music
	 10.	 something one thinks or imagines; a plan
	 11.	 excellent, wonderful, very good
	 12.	 crunchy, easily broken, or invigorating, fresh air

	 1.

	 2. . . .

	 3. . . . .

	 4. . . . . . . . . .

	 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	11. . . . . . . . . .

	12. . . . . . .

Man With a Plan

The new ___________________________ was built in the shape of a  

___________________.  The designer came up with a very interesting 

_______________ that he first wrote on his ___________________.  It  

was later sent out for others to see on his official _________________. 

His young _____________________ _____________________ that it 

was a ______________________ design.  It became _______________ 

that it would be built as soon as possible.

Name____________________________________

Lesson 1
	 Shapes
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Lesson 1	 Answer Key

	 Shapes

Clues
	 1.	 a 4-sided shape with equal sides and 4 right angles
	 2.	 a large building to see concerts and sports, shaped as an oval or 

rectangle
	 3.	 to have finally fully understood
	 4.	 to give a definition of a word again
	 5.	 something that will certainly happen; unavoidable
	 6.	 a small square or rectangular pad of paper or a round medicine 

pill
	 7.	 stationery with a name and address that is often rectangular in 

shape
	 8.	 opposite of son, female related to her parents
	 9.	 put this in your ear to block out noise or to hear music
	 10.	 something one thinks or imagines; a plan
	 11.	 excellent, wonderful, very good
	 12.	 crunchy, easily broken or invigorating, fresh air

Man With a Plan

The new ___________arena___________ was built in the shape of a 

_______square_______.  The designer came up with a very interesting 

______idea______ that he first wrote on his _______tablet_______. It 

was later sent out for others to see on his official ____letterhead_____. 

His young _______daughter_______ _______realized_______ that it 

was a ______splendid_______ design.  It became _____inevitable____

that it would be built as soon as possible.

	 1. s q u a r e

	 2. . . . a r e n a

	 3. . . . . r e a l i z e d

	 4. . . . . . . . . . r e d e f i n e

	 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i n e v i t a b l e

	 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t a b l e t

	 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l e t t e r h e a d

	 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . d a u g h t e r

	 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e a r p l u g

	10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i d e a

	11. . . . . . . . . . s p l e n d i d

	12. . . . . . . c r i s p
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T
he W

ord Steps L
esson P

lan

O
verview

T
his book provides you w

ith all you need to im
plem

ent W
ord Steps lessons 

w
ith upper-elem

entary and m
iddle-grade readers.  T

he lessons are organized 
around academ

ic vocabulary concepts that are norm
al parts of upper-elem

entary 
and m

iddle school content-area curricula.  E
ach lesson is accom

panied by a 
corresponding w

orksheet that students use in m
aking a set of w

ords.  You sim
ply 

need to m
ake a copy of the appropriate w

orksheet for each student.  C
opies are 

provided on the enclosed C
D

 for printing convenience.  A
dditionally, you w

ill 
need to m

ake a transparency for yourself or project a copy onto an interactive 
w

hiteboard so that you can guide students in m
aking the w

ords that are part of 
each lesson.  

E
ach brief lesson or activity begins w

ith a key starter w
ord that students are 

expected to know
 and m

aster from
 a content area.  F

rom
 that first w

ord, you 
guide students to use a highlighted portion of the first w

ord to m
ake a second 

w
ord that is presented on the next step of the w

orksheet.  A
 highlighted portion of 

the second w
ord is then used to m

ake a third w
ord on the third step.  E

ach new
 

w
ord is m

ade from
 a highlighted elem

ent of the previous w
ord until a final w

ord 
is m

ade.  A
s students m

ove from
 one w

ord to the next, they are also presented 
w

ith clues that focus their attention to the m
eaning of each w

ord.

F
or exam

ple, in L
esson O

ne, students begin w
ith the w

ord square.  In the step 
below

 this first w
ord, students use the are in square to m

ake a w
ord that m

eans 
“a stadium

 used to present concerts and sporting events”—
arena.  In the next 

step, students w
ill use the re in arena to m

ake a w
ord that m

eans “to have becom
e 

aw
are of som

ething or to have understood som
ething”—

realized.  T
he ten-m

inute 
lesson continues w

ith a portion of one w
ord used to m

ake the next w
ord on the 

step below.
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T
he W

ord Steps L
esson P

lan (cont.)
T

he lesson form
at is easy to follow

; how
ever, som

e of the w
ords m

ay be 
challenging for students.  W

e purposefully included challenging w
ords in each 

lesson because w
e w

anted to build their vocabularies w
ith w

ords that they w
ill 

often find in their academ
ic studies—

w
ords that they w

ill find useful in their ow
n 

reading and content-area studies in the m
onths and years to com

e.

In addition to providing a few
 letters for each new

 w
ord from

 the previous 
w

ord, w
e also provide letter boxes for each w

ord to give students a clue as to the 
num

ber of letters for each w
ord.  A

nd for each w
ord, w

e provide a definition or 
m

eaning clue to keep students’ attention focused on the fact that each w
ord they 

m
ake has a specific m

eaning or m
eanings.

A
daptations for Struggling Students

A
lthough w

e provide m
eaningful clues, w

e know
 that those clues m

ay not be 
sufficient for m

any students.  You should feel free to add your ow
n clues or 

definitions to the m
ix or to sim

ply give students the w
ord and provide a sentence 

w
hich helps to illustrate the m

eaning of each w
ord.  You can add additional 

support for each W
ord Steps lesson by strategically filling in som

e of the blank 
letter boxes in each w

orksheet before duplicating it for each student.  T
he 

idea behind each W
ord Steps lesson is to provide teachers and students w

ith a 
gam

elike vehicle to help students gain access to w
ord m

eanings and take note 
of how

 w
ords are spelled.  F

eel free to give students as m
uch support as 

needed in order for students to be successful.

U
sing W

ords in C
ontext

To com
plete each lesson, w

e have also provided a short cloze passage (or set of 
sentences) in w

hich students m
ust choose w

ords from
 the just-com

pleted W
ord 

Steps lesson to fill in the blanks in the passage.  In this w
ay, students im

m
ediately 

apply som
e of the w

ords they have just m
ade into actual contextual reading and 

w
riting.

O
nce each lesson is com

plete, you and the students can add selected w
ords 

to a classroom
 w

ord w
all to encourage students to use the w

ords in their oral 
and w

ritten language.  Students can also be asked to record the w
ords in their 

personal w
ord journals for continued study and reference.
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T
he W

ord Steps L
esson P

lan (cont.)

Sorting W
ords

O
ne of the best follow

-up activities for each W
ord Steps lesson is to have students 

sort or categorize the w
ords in various w

ays.  O
n a blank sheet of paper, students 

can be asked to draw
 one or m

ore vertical lines to m
ake tw

o or m
ore colum

ns.  
N

ext, they label each colum
n w

ith a category specified by the teacher or another 
student.  T

hen, students sort the w
ords from

 the lesson into the appropriate 
categories by w

riting them
 in the appropriate colum

ns.  C
ategories m

ight include 
the follow

ing:

W
ord Sort Ideas

N
ouns

N
ot N

ouns

Verbs
N

ot Verbs

W
ords w

ith Prefixes
W

ords w
ithout Prefixes

C
om

pound W
ords

N
ot C

om
pound W

ords

Science W
ords

N
ot Science W

ords

1–2 Syllable W
ords

3+ Syllable W
ords

W
ords w

ith Silent L
etters

W
ords w

ithout Silent L
etters

W
ords w

ith C
onsonant B

lends
W

ords w
ithout C

onsonant B
lends

People W
ords

N
ot People W

ords

Place W
ords

N
ot Place W

ords

A
s students becom

e adept at sorting w
ords, you m

ay w
ish to have them

 nam
e 

the categories.  Students w
ill display a surprising degree of creativity in learning 

various w
ays in w

hich w
ords can be categorized.

W
ith each new

 sort, students not only gain added exposure to w
ords, w

hich is 
critical to their sight-w

ord developm
ent, but they also analyze the w

ords from
 

a variety of perspectives.  T
his gives them

 greater control over and know
ledge 

about how
 the w

ords are constructed (spelled) and w
hat they m

ean.
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T
he W

ord Steps L
esson P

lan (cont.)

A
ssessm

ent
You m

ay w
onder if the w

ords from
 the W

ord Steps lessons can be used for 
assessm

ent.  T
he w

ords in the lessons are certainly w
orth learning.  It is also 

w
orth determ

ining the degree to w
hich students are m

astering these w
ords.  E

ach 
w

eek, students could be asked to spell and w
rite brief explanatory definitions for 

a subset of w
ords from

 the w
eek’s lessons selected by the teacher.  O

r, students 
m

ight be asked to w
rite an essay or a set of sentences using selected w

ords from
 

the w
eek’s lessons.  H

igh levels of student perform
ance on the selected w

ords 
should give teachers sufficient evidence that students are gaining control over all 
the w

ords.

B
e C

onsistent
A

s you can see, the lesson form
at is quick, sim

ple, fun, and consistent.  T
he 

general form
at for each lesson does not change, although the key concept and 

w
ords for each lesson do.  B

y being consistent from
 one lesson to the next, you are 

not spending your tim
e explaining any new

 or unfam
iliar procedures.  Students 

know
 w

hat to do and spend their tim
e focusing on the letter-sound relationships 

for each w
ord—

the essence of phonics instruction.  W
e are certain that, w

hether 
you w

ork in a regular classroom
 setting or in an intervention reading program

 
such as Title I or special education, regular use of W

ord Steps w
ill help students 

develop a deeper m
astery and appreciation of im

portant w
ords in their learning 

environm
ent, and they w

ill also discover that learning w
ords can be enjoyable, 

engaging, and w
orthw

hile.

M
ake It Feel Like a G

am
e

W
ord learning is indeed w

orthw
hile, and it can be taught in w

ays that are 
engaging and enjoyable.  Teachers and students have told us that W

ord L
adders 

and M
aking and W

riting W
ords feel like gam

es played in the classroom
.  W

e take 
that as a com

plim
ent and hope that W

ord Steps w
ill also becom

e another fun and 
favorite w

ord-building activity in your classroom
.  T

hink of all the gam
es w

e play 
as adults that are w

ord gam
es—

Scrabble
TM, B

oggle
TM, Passw

ord
TM, B

uzzw
ord

TM, 
Taboo

TM, B
alderdash

TM, B
ananagram

s
TM, Q

uiddler
TM, and m

any m
ore.  T

hose 
of us w

ho like to play w
ord gam

es are very likely to be good readers and good 
spellers w

ith strong vocabularies.  W
e feel that the m

ore that w
ord study can feel 

like a gam
e for students, the m

ore likely it is that they w
ill engage them

selves in 
the im

portant educational task of w
ord learning.


