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Easy-to-use,  
standards-based lesson plans

Assessment Guide

•	 oral reading records 

•	 multiple-choice tests

Teacher Resource CD

•	 PDFs of books 
suitable for 
whiteboard use 

•	 teacher resources

•	 student activity 
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Assessment DVD

•	 placement test
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Compatible with Windows 2000 

or later, and Mac OS X v. 10.4 

or later; Adobe Flash Player; 

headphones/speakers
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Upper Emergent

Single Classroom Site License

Interactiv-eBooks

Upper Emergent Titles
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Make Papel Picado

Make a Chinese New Year 

Dragon

Make a Gingerbread Man
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Keeping Fit with Sports

Eating Right

Homes Around the World

Kids Around the World

Places Around the World

Audio CD

Professional 
recordings of 
books and poems

Upper Emergent

For use 
with either 
Macintosh® 

or Windows® 
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Audio CD
This CD contains audio files.
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Upper Emergent

For use 
with either 
Macintosh® 

or Windows® 
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Interactiv-eBook DVD
This DVD contains Interactiv-eBooks.
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Trio 1

Trio 2

Trio 3

Trio 4

Trio 5

Upper Emergent

For use 
with either 
Macintosh® 

or Windows® 

TCM 14603

Teacher Resource CD
This CD contains teacher resources 

and student reproducibles.
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For use 
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Macintosh® 

or Windows® 
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Assessment DVD
This DVD contains  

teacher and student resources.
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Level 1.9
Word Count: 275Reading Level Correlations:Early Intervention Level 17Guided Reading Level JDRA Level 16

Lexile® 330

Would you like to visit a penguin in Antarctica or see the city of Paris from the top of the Eiffel Tower?  Take a tour around the world inside this book.  You will see these exciting places and more!

TCM 14600
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Dona Herweck Rice

Level 1.9
Word Count: 285
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Level 17
Guided Reading Level J
DRA Level 16
Lexile® 140

Look inside to see kids 
from around the world!  
You will learn 
about kids from 
all over the 
globe.

TCM 14599

Kids
the    Around

Wor ld
Kids

the    Around

Wor ld

Dona Herweck Rice

Level 1.8
Word Count: 240
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Level 14
Guided Reading Level H
DRA Level 14
Lexile® 280

Do you like playing 
baseball?  What about 
skating or karate?  
Look in this book 
to learn all about 
how to stay fit 
playing these 
and other fun 
sports.

TCM 14596

SportsSports
Fit Fit withwith

KeepingKeeping

SportsSports
Fit Fit withwith

KeepingKeeping

Dona Herweck Rice
Level 1.8

Word Count: 234

Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Level 14

Guided Reading Level H

DRA Level 14

Lexile® 160

Eat fruits and 

vegetables, drink 

water, and exercise 

every day.  These are 

just some of the many 

ways to keep your 

body healthy.  Look 

inside to learn even 

more!

TCM 14595
Dona Herweck Rice

Level 1.7
Word Count: 194Reading Level Correlations:Early Intervention Levels 12Guided Reading Level GDRA Levels 12Lexile® 360

A fun and festive gingerbread man can put a smile on anyone’s face.  You will learn how to craft your own special gingerbread man by reading this book.

TCM 14594

Gingerbread     Man

 Make a Gingerbread     Man

 Make a 

Conni Medina

Do you have something 

to celebrate?  You can 

celebrate by making 

papel picado!  Learn 

how to create this 

colorful craft in the 

pages of this book.

Level 1.7

Word Count: 199

Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Levels 12

Guided Reading Level G

DRA Levels 12

Lexile® 230

TCM 14592

Papel  
Picado
Make

Papel  
Picado
Make

Conni Medina

Level 1.6
Word Count: 146Reading Level Correlations:Early Intervention Level 10Guided Reading Level FDRA Level 10

Lexile® 380

Do you think ants are awesome?  Are you serious about spiders?  Look inside and see what’s creeping and crawling on every page!

TCM 14591

GoingGoing
Buggy!Buggy!

GoingGoing
Buggy!Buggy!

Dona Herweck Rice

From tide pools to 
the open ocean, the 
sea is filled with life— 
swimming, crawling, 
floating.  You can learn 
all about the things in 
the sea in 
this book!

Level 1.6
Word Count: 150
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Level 10
Guided Reading Level F
DRA Level 10
Lexile® 300 TCM 14590

Sea
Life
Sea
Life

Sea
Life
Sea
Life

Dona Herweck Rice

Do you know 
how a crawling 
caterpillar 
becomes a beautiful 
butterfly?  Open this 
book to read all about 
a butterfly’s life.

TCM 14587

A Butterfly’s   
    Life
A Butterfly’s   
    Life

A Butterfly’s   
    Life
A Butterfly’s   
    Life

Level 1.5
Word Count: 99
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Level 8
Guided Reading Level F
DRA Level 8
Lexile® 190 Dona Herweck RiceLevel 1.5

Word Count: 101

Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Level 8

Guided Reading Level F

DRA Level 8

Lexile® 180

TCM 14586

Have you ever 

wondered how a tiny 

tadpole becomes a 

hopping frog?  Look 

inside and learn all 

about a 

frog’s life.

A Frog’s   
  Life
A Frog’s   
  LifeA Frog’s   

  Life
A Frog’s   
  Life

Dona Herweck Rice
Dona Herweck Rice

Level 1.5
Word Count: 100Reading Level CorrelationsEarly Intervention Level 8Guided Reading Level FLexile® 260

How does one small egg become a buzzing bee?  Look in the pages of this book to learn  all about a bee’s life.

TCM 14588

A Bee’s    Life
A Bee’s    Life

A Bee’s    Life
A Bee’s    Life

Level 1.6

Word Count: 143

Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Level 10

Guided Reading Level F

DRA Level 10

Lexile® 300

There is something in 

the air.  It’s a thing 

with wings!  All kinds 

of things have wings, 

and you can learn about 

them in the pages of 

this book.  

TCM 14589

Things

Wings
Things

Wings
withThings

Wings
Things

Wings
with

Dona Herweck Rice

See the bright colors.  
Feel the movement 
of the dance.  It’s a 
Chinese New Year 
dragon!  Learn how to 
make your own dragon 
by reading this book.

Level 1.7
Word Count: 196
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Levels 12
Guided Reading Level G
DRA Levels 12
Lexile® 320 TCM 14593

Chinese
    New Year
          Dragon

 Make a 
Chinese
    New Year
          Dragon

 Make a 

Conni Medina

Eating right can help your body grow strong and live long.  Open this book to learn how to choose healthy foods.

Level 1.8
Word Count: 221Reading Level Correlations:Early Intervention Level 14Guided Reading Level HDRA Level 14

Lexile® 260

TCM 14597

RightRight
E tingE tingRightRight

E tingE ting

Dona Herweck Rice

What do a clay hut, 

a castle, and an 

apartment building 

have in common?  They 

are all homes!  Take a 

tour around the world 

in this book!  Learn 

about the different 

places that people 

call home.

Level 1.9

Word Count: 293

Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Level 17

Guided Reading Level J

DRA Level 16

Lexile® 360

TCM 14598
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How to Use This Product (cont.)  

Getting Started
	 1.	Use the Series Placement Test.  Use the 

Series Placement Test (on the Assessment 
DVD) to determine which kit is most 
appropriate for students.  For a complete 
overview of the placement test and 
directions for test administration, see  
page 7 of the Assessment Guide.

1

© Teacher Created Materials 
Series Placement Test—Recording Sheet

Student Name:_____________________________

Examiner: __________________________________

Summary of Results 1st Testing 2nd Testing 3rd Testing

Date

Independent reading level Kit Level: Kit Level: Kit Level:

Instructional reading level Kit Level: Kit Level: Kit Level:

Directions: The student reads aloud from the student copy—not this copy.  If the student can’t read 

a word or mispronounces it, just say “Go on,” underline the word, and count it as an error.  Do not tell 

the student the missed word.  Stop the test when the frustration level is first reached.

Passage #1

Kit: Emergent (1.0–1.4) Errors Level
1st 

Testing
2nd 

Testing
3rd 

Testing

This is big and red.

This is little and blue.

Look for the blue circle.

What color is the big triangle?

0–2 Indep.

3–4 Instr.

5+ Frust.

Fluency Fast

Avg.

Slow

Very slow

Oral Reading Test

	 2.	Create reading groups.  If desired, place 
students in reading groups based on their 
reading levels or other instructional needs.  
See page 18 for practical tips on managing 
small groups.  See pages 28–29 for tips on 
using TIME For Kids Nonfiction Readers in a 
guided reading/balanced literacy model.

	 3.	Prepare student resources.  As an option, 
create some student resources, including 
a personal dictionary and a poetry folder.  
These can be created with common 
classroom resources such as lined paper, 
construction paper, and spiral notebooks.  
See pages 167–168 (or the Teacher Resource 
CD) for cover templates for these resources. 

167
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	 4.	Prepare assessment resources.  
Depending on the amount of regular 
assessment planned, you may wish to 
create a simple assessment folder for 
each student.  These folders can hold the 
student’s placement test, oral reading 
records, multiple-choice tests, activity 
pages, and anecdotal records taken during 
the reading lessons.  

	 5.	Make a home-school connection.   
Send the Parent Tips booklet (found on the 
Teacher Resource CD) home with students.  
The tips and activities in the booklet provide 
family members with the necessary tools to 
promote literacy development at home.

Parent Tips

Level 1.5
Word Count: 101
Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Level 8

Guided Reading Level F

DRA Level 8
Lexile® 180 TCM 14586

Have you ever 
wondered how a tiny 

tadpole becomes a 

hopping frog?  Look 

inside and learn all 

about a 
frog’s life.
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Word Count: 194
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A fun and festive 

gingerbread man can 

put a smile on anyone’s 

face.  You will learn 

how to craft your 

own special 

gingerbread 

man by reading 

this book.
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gingerbread man can 

put a smile on anyone’s 

face.  You will learn 

how to craft your 

man by reading 

face.  You will learn 

how to craft your 

Conni Medina

What do a clay hut, 
a castle, and an 
apartment building 
have in common?  They 
are all homes!  Take a 
tour around the world 
in this book!  Learn 
about the different 
places that people 
call home.
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How to Use This Product (cont.)  

Teaching a Lesson  

Each eight-page lesson is organized in a consistent format for ease of use: an overview, four pages 
of instruction that address all aspects of literacy, a fluency poem, and two student activity sheets.  
Teachers may choose to complete some or all of the lesson activities in order to best meet the 
needs of their students.
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Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life

Focus Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 • use meaning clues to aid comprehension and 

make predictions about content

 • understand the main idea and supporting details 

of simple expository information

TESOL Objective 

Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, 

and provide subject-matter information in spoken and 

written form.  

Word Work 

 • High-Frequency Words: first, finally, 

later, become

 • Word Study: Word chunk patterns 

–ar and –atch

Academic Vocabulary 

 • butterfly 

 • caterpillar 

 • egg

 • pupa

 • Know Your Words activity sheet 

(page 55)

Comprehension

 • Using Meaning Clues

 • Understanding Main Idea and Details

 • Life Cycle of a Butterfly activity sheet 

(page 56)

Writing 

Use high-frequency and vocabulary words 

to write words, phrases, or sentences.  

Cross-curricular Connections 

 • Mathematics: Students use whole 

number models to represent problems.  

 • Science: Students know that learning 

can come from careful observations 

and simple experiments.  

Building Fluency 

 • Reading the Book: repeated readings 

with audio support; choral reading

 • Reading the Poem: poetry folder; 

repeated readings

 • “A Butterfly’s Life” poem (page 54)

Do you know 

how a crawling 

caterpillar 

becomes a beautiful 

butterfly?  Open this 

book to read all about 

a butterfly’s life.

TCM 14587

A Butterfly’s   
    Life
A Butterfly’s   
    LifeA Butterfly’s   

    Life
A Butterfly’s   
    Life

Level 1.5
Word Count: 99

Reading Level Correlations:

Early Intervention Level 8

Guided Reading Level F

DRA Level 8

Lexile® 190

Dona Herweck Rice

The lesson begins with an overview page that provides 
key information for planning purposes. 
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Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life (cont.)

Building Fluency 

	 1.	 Reading	the	Book—Use one or more of the following methods for fluency practice: 

 • Use a copy of the book (provided on the Teacher Resource CD) along with the professional 

audio recording (provided on the Audio CD) so students can practice reading the book to 

build fluency.  Listening to the book being read aloud will give students an idea of how to 

use proper intonation, expression, and pacing when reading.  

	•	 Use the choral-reading strategy to read the book several times with students and allow 

students to practice reading the book silently and in pairs.  

	 2.	 Reading	the	Poem—Use one or more of the following methods for fluency practice: 

 • Display the poem “A Butterfly’s Life” (page 54).  Compare and contrast the book and the 

poem by asking students questions, such as “How is the poem similar to or different from 

the book?”  Put movements to the poem—first crawling on leaves, then eating, then lying 

still as a pupa, and finally emerging as a butterfly.  

 •	 Provide copies of the poem for students to place in their poetry folders.  They can practice 

reading the poem during free-choice time and independent or paired reading time.  

 •	 Write the poem on a sheet of chart paper.  Have students reread it throughout the day.  

Choral and repeated readings help build fluency.  Encourage students to create actions, 

gestures, or a tune to go along with the poem.  

Assessment	Opportunities—Use the oral reading record and the fluency 

rubric provided in the Assessment Guide to assess students’ ability to read 

the book and poem fluently and accurately.  
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Name: _____________________________________

Life Cycle of a Butterfly 
Directions: Cut out the pictures below and glue them in the correct order.

3. 1.

2.
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Name: _____________________________________

Know Your Words

Directions: Look at the pictures below.  Match the words 

from the word bank to the correct picture.  Then write the 

word on the line.  

Word Bank

butterfly     caterpillar     egg     pupa

 1.  2. 

 3.  4. 
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A Butterfly’s Life

Caterpillar, caterpillar,  

 on the leaves you crawl,

Eating up some tasty leaves— 

 be careful not to fall!  

Soon you will be a pupa,  

 strung up safe and high,

Waiting there to change and grow,  

 you’ll be a butterfly.

52 #14601—Upper Emergent—Teacher’s Guide 
© Teacher Created Materials 

Cross-curricular Connections

Math—Using butterfly stickers, have students illustrate equations that you 

dictate.  For example, say, “If three butterflies landed on a flower bush and 

two more butterflies came to join them, how many butterflies would there 

be in all?”

Science—Take a butterfly walk as a class.  Have students watch the 

butterflies as scientific observers.  Take notes as a class and create a butterfly 

observation sheet for display.

Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life (cont.)

Comprehension (cont.) 

After Reading 

 1. Building Oral Language—Pair students and ask them to 

take turns finishing This book reminds me of _____.   Allow 

the first student two minutes to share, and then allow two 

minutes for the second student to ask questions of the 

first.  Then have students switch roles.   

 2. Understanding Main Idea and Details—Ask students 

to tell you what the book is about, using only one word.  

They will most likely say, “Butterflies.”

 • Invite students to name the words from the book that 

show the stages of a butterfly from beginning to end.  

They should name egg, caterpillar, pupa, and butterfly.   

 • Ask students what page 18 of the book might show if it did not show the life cycle.   

(The new butterflies will lay eggs).    

 • For additional practice with comprehension, have students complete the Life Cycle of a 

Butterfly activity sheet (page 56).

English Language 

Support 
Make copies of the pictures 

of a butterf ly’s life cycle 

from the book.  Let students 

glue the pictures onto a 

large piece of construction 

paper and label the stages 

of a butterf ly’s life.  Have 

students explain their 

pictures to a classmate.

Writing 
Have students write about the butterfly’s life cycle.  

 • Give below-grade-level students a word bank to use when writing.  

 • Have on-grade-level students say the sounds in the words slowly and write each sound 

they hear.

 • Encourage above-grade-level students to write sentences that include explanations about 

each of the phases in a butterfly’s life cycle.
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Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life (cont.)

Comprehension 

Before Reading 

 1. Understanding Main Idea and Details—Show students the 

cover of the book.  Invite students to describe what they see.  

Read the title of the book and ask students to predict the kinds 

of things they might find in the book.  Ask them if they think the 

text will be real or make-believe (nonfiction or fiction).  

 • Introduce the picture glossary on page 19 of the book.  

Discuss how the picture glossary can help them understand 

the main idea.  
 • Take a text walk through the book and allow students to 

discuss the features of the text.  What types of things do they 

notice about the pictures and how the text is organized?  

Remind students of the previous book, A Frog’s Life, and have 

them make connections between the two texts. 

 2. Using Meaning Clues—Show students the pictures on pages 4–5 of the book.  Cover the 

words on the page.  Ask students to tell you what they think the words will be.  Repeat with 

all the pictures in the book.  Remind students that pictures can often give them clues to 

what they will be reading.  

English Language 
Support 
Use the glossary to 
develop students’ 
vocabulary before reading 
the text.  Have students 
practice each word in 
the glossary by using the 
following sentence frames: 
One of these is called  
a(n) _____.  Two of these 
are called _____. 

During Reading 

 1. Using Meaning Clues—Point to each word as you read the title of the 

book.  
 • Ask students what they know about butterflies.  You may need to prompt them with 

questions, such as How do they grow? and How do they move?  

 • Reintroduce the picture glossary on page 19 of the book.  Ask students why the author 

chose to include a picture glossary.  Introduce a hand movement for each of the words.  

For example, for butterfly, move hands like wings, and for egg, make a fist.  

 • Read the book aloud to students.  As you come to each of the glossary words, ask students 

to make the hand movements.  Then have students read the book independently.  

Monitor and check for understanding.  

 2. Understanding Main Idea and Details—Point out the words butterfly and butterflies on 

page 14 of the book.  Ask students which word means one butterfly and which word means 

more than one butterfly.  Ask them how they know which word means more than one.  Ask 

students whether this book is about one butterfly or many butterflies (or a combination).  

Then ask students to name the plural of egg, caterpillar, or even classroom items (desk).

Assessment Opportunity—Have each student read aloud two to four pages 

from the book so you can monitor their reading of high-frequency words.
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Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life (cont.)

Word Work 

 1. High-Frequency Words—Write the 

words first, finally, later, and become 

on the board.  Read each word aloud.  

Depending on students’ abilities, you may 

wish to introduce the high-frequency 

words one at a time.

 • Give students lined paper and a variety 

of colored pencils.  Choosing one word 

at a time, have students repeat the 

word and write it down using a different 

color for each letter.  

 • If you have a classroom word wall, have 

students add the high-frequency words 

to it.  As time permits, have the class 

read the word wall together to reinforce 

mastery of high-frequency words.

 2. Word Study—Write the –ar word 

chunk on a sheet of chart paper using a 

red marker.  

 • Have students brainstorm words that 

end with –ar (bar, char, caterpillar, tar).  

Write these words on the chart.

 • Repeat the process above for the –atch 

word chunk (batch, catch, hatch, latch).  

Tip: In addition to having 

students write each letter 

in a different color, have them write 

the words in a stair-step fashion, 

adding one letter per line.  For 

example, for later, write l on the first 

line, la on the second, lat on the 

third, and so forth.

Academic Vocabulary 

 1. Display pictures of butterflies.  Develop 

students’ vocabulary by listing words 

that students can name that describe 

butterflies.  Your chart may look similar to 

the chart on the right.  

 2. Instruct students to add high-frequency 

and vocabulary words to their 

dictionaries.  Encourage them to write a 

word, phrase, or sentence for each word 

and include a picture.  

 3. For additional practice with the academic 

vocabulary in this lesson, have students 

complete the Know Your Words activity 

sheet (page 55).

Butterflies

colorful
flying

caterpillar
pupa

shell
leaves

flowers
wings

The instructional components follow the same 
sequence: Word Work, Academic Vocabulary, 
Comprehension (Before Reading, During Reading, and 
After Reading), Writing, Cross-curricular Connections, 
and Building Fluency.  
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A Butterfly’s Life

Caterpillar, caterpillar,  

 on the leaves you crawl,

Eating up some tasty leaves— 

 be careful not to fall!  

Soon you will be a pupa,  

 strung up safe and high,

Waiting there to change and grow,  

 you’ll be a butterfly.

The fluency poem provides a thematic connection to 
the book and can be used as a tool for building both 
content-area vocabulary and fluency.
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Name: _____________________________________

Know Your Words

Directions: Look at the pictures below.  Match the words 

from the word bank to the correct picture.  Then write the 

word on the line.  

Word Bank

butterfly     caterpillar     egg     pupa

 1.  2. 

 3.  4. 
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Name: _____________________________________

Life Cycle of a Butterfly 

Directions: Cut out the pictures below and glue them in the 

correct order.

3.
1.

2.

The student activity sheets can be used in a variety of 
ways to meet students’ needs.  These activity sheets 
offer additional opportunities for practicing the skills 
addressed in the lesson.  For example, teachers may 
use these sheets for additional guided practice with 
below‑level students or as independent practice for  
on- or above-level students.  



25© Teacher Created Materials	 #14601—Upper Emergent—Teacher’s Guide

How to Use This Product (cont.)  

Using Assessment Options
	 1.	Use informal assessments during each 

lesson.  Refer to the assessment tips 
embedded throughout the lessons to 
gather information about students’ reading 
skills.  Record anecdotal records as they 
meet the needs of your classroom.  
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Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life (cont.)

Comprehension 

Before Reading 

 1. Understanding Main Idea and Details—Show students the 

cover of the book.  Invite students to describe what they see.  

Read the title of the book and ask students to predict the kinds 

of things they might find in the book.  Ask them if they think the 

text will be real or make-believe (nonfiction or fiction).  

 • Introduce the picture glossary on page 19 of the book.  

Discuss how the picture glossary can help them understand 

the main idea.  

 • Take a text walk through the book and allow students to 

discuss the features of the text.  What types of things do they 

notice about the pictures and how the text is organized?  

Remind students of the previous book, A Frog’s Life, and have 

them make connections between the two texts. 

 2. Using Meaning Clues—Show students the pictures on pages 4–5 of the book.  Cover the 

words on the page.  Ask students to tell you what they think the words will be.  Repeat with 

all the pictures in the book.  Remind students that pictures can often give them clues to 

what they will be reading.  

English Language 

Support 
Use the glossary to 

develop students’ 

vocabulary before reading 

the text.  Have students 

practice each word in 

the glossary by using the 

following sentence frames: 

One of these is called  

a(n) _____.  Two of these 

are called _____. 

During Reading 

 1. Using Meaning Clues—Point to each word as you read the title of the 

book.  
 • Ask students what they know about butterflies.  You may need to prompt them with 

questions, such as How do they grow? and How do they move?  

 • Reintroduce the picture glossary on page 19 of the book.  Ask students why the author 

chose to include a picture glossary.  Introduce a hand movement for each of the words.  

For example, for butterfly, move hands like wings, and for egg, make a fist.  

 • Read the book aloud to students.  As you come to each of the glossary words, ask students 

to make the hand movements.  Then have students read the book independently.  

Monitor and check for understanding.  

 2. Understanding Main Idea and Details—Point out the words butterfly and butterflies on 

page 14 of the book.  Ask students which word means one butterfly and which word means 

more than one butterfly.  Ask them how they know which word means more than one.  Ask 

students whether this book is about one butterfly or many butterflies (or a combination).  

Then ask students to name the plural of egg, caterpillar, or even classroom items (desk).

Assessment Opportunity—Have each student read aloud two to four pages 

from the book so you can monitor their reading of high-frequency words.
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Lesson 2: A Butterfly’s Life (cont.)

Building Fluency 
	 1.	 Reading	the	Book—Use one or more of the following methods for fluency practice: 

 • Use a copy of the book (provided on the Teacher Resource CD) along with the professional 
audio recording (provided on the Audio CD) so students can practice reading the book to 
build fluency.  Listening to the book being read aloud will give students an idea of how to 
use proper intonation, expression, and pacing when reading.  

	•	 Use the choral-reading strategy to read the book several times with students and allow 
students to practice reading the book silently and in pairs.  	 2.	 Reading	the	Poem—Use one or more of the following methods for fluency practice: 

 • Display the poem “A Butterfly’s Life” (page 54).  Compare and contrast the book and the 
poem by asking students questions, such as “How is the poem similar to or different from 
the book?”  Put movements to the poem—first crawling on leaves, then eating, then lying 
still as a pupa, and finally emerging as a butterfly.   •	 Provide copies of the poem for students to place in their poetry folders.  They can practice 
reading the poem during free-choice time and independent or paired reading time.  

 •	 Write the poem on a sheet of chart paper.  Have students reread it throughout the day.  
Choral and repeated readings help build fluency.  Encourage students to create actions, 
gestures, or a tune to go along with the poem.  

Assessment	Opportunities—Use the oral reading record and the fluency 
rubric provided in the Assessment Guide to assess students’ ability to read 
the book and poem fluently and accurately.  
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Name: _____________________________________Life Cycle of a Butterfly Directions: Cut out the pictures below and glue them in the 

correct order.

3.

1.

2.
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Name: _____________________________________

Know Your Words
Directions: Look at the pictures below.  Match the words 
from the word bank to the correct picture.  Then write the 
word on the line.  

Word Bank
butterfly     caterpillar     egg     pupa

 1. 
 2. 

 3. 
 4. 
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A Butterfly’s Life

Caterpillar, caterpillar,  

 on the leaves you crawl,

Eating up some tasty leaves— 

 be careful not to fall!  

Soon you will be a pupa,  

 strung up safe and high,

Waiting there to change and grow,  

 you’ll be a butterfly.

	 2.	Use formal assessments at the end of 
each lesson.  The oral reading record 
and multiple-choice comprehension test 
provided for each book offer opportunities 
to assess student learning and can be 
used to drive instruction.  An overview of 
these assessments and the assessments 
themselves can be found in the Assessment 
Guide.  The accompanying Assessment  
DVD offers two versions of the  
multiple-choice assessments: printable 
PDF form and electronic form, giving 
students the opportunity to take the test 
on the computer and immediately print 
their results.  
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Level 1.5
Word Count: 101
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Level 8
Guided Reading Level F
DRA Level 8
Lexile® 180 TCM 14586

Have you ever 
wondered how a tiny 
tadpole becomes a 
hopping frog?  Look 
inside and learn all 
about a 
frog’s life.

A Frog’s   
  Life
A Frog’s   
  Life

A Frog’s   
  Life
A Frog’s   
  Life

Dona Herweck Rice

 
Lesson 1: A Frog’s Life

 Oral Reading Record

Name  _______________________________  Date  __________

Assessor  _____________________________________________

Word Count
Codes

101 E = errors SC = self-corrections M = meaning S = structure V = visual

Page
Text

E SC
Cues Used

E SC

3 It  all  begins  at  the  pond.

M     S     V M     S     V

4 This  is  the  home  of  the  mother  frog.

M     S     V M     S     V

6 She  is  ready  to  have  babies.

M     S     V M     S     V

7 She  lays  eggs  in  the  water.  Each  egg  can  become  

a  frog.

M     S     V M     S     V

8 When  the  eggs  hatch,  tadpoles  come  out.

M     S     V M     S     V

9 A  tadpole  looks  like  a  little  fish.

M     S     V M     S     V

10 The  tadpole  grows.

M     S     V M     S     V

11 It  looks  like  a  fish  with  two  legs!

M     S     V M     S     V

SUBTOTALS

         

Go onGo on

 1 A baby frog is called a _____. 
	 A	pond
	 B	tadpole
	 C	fish
	 D	hatch

 3 Which one comes first?	A	 Tadpoles come out of 
the eggs.

	B	 Tadpoles grow legs.	C	 The mother frog lays 
eggs.

	D	 Tadpoles become 
young frogs.

 2 Where does a mother frog lay her eggs?
	 A	in a pond
	 B	in the ocean
	 C	at the store
	 D	in a tree

 4 Both tadpoles and frogs _____.   
	 A	have tails
	 B	have four legs
	 C	are adults
	 D	live in ponds

Multiple-Choice Test
Name  ____________________________________  Date: ___________
Directions: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  
Fill in the bubble for the answer you have chosen.
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Lesson 1: A Frog’s Life (cont.)

Using Technology Options
	 1.	Use the Audio CD as a model of 

fluent reading.  The Audio CD includes 
professional recordings of the books and 
poems in this kit.  Play the audio tracks 
of the books to support students as a 
prereading activity, during fluency practice, 
or in a listening center.  Play the audio tracks 
of the poems as part of the poetry section 
of the lesson.  

Table of Contents

Books 
Tracks

A Frog's Life  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .01
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Going Buggy!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 06

Make Papel Picado  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07

Make a Chinese New Year  

Dragon .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 08
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Keeping Fit with Sports  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11

Eating Right  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .12

Homes Around the World  .  .  .  .  .13

Kids Around the World .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .14

Places Around the World  .  .  .  .  .  .15

Poems 
Tracks

A Frog's Life  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .01

A Butterfly's Life  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 02

A Bee's Life .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 03
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Sea Life  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 05
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Chinese New Year Dragon .  .  .  . 08

How to Catch a  

Gingerbread Man .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 09

Time to Rest  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10

Keeping Fit with Sports  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11

Delicious and Nutritious .  .  .  .  .  .  .12
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	 2.	Use the Interactiv-eBooks to enhance 
the reading experience.  This kit includes 
interactiv-ebooks that guide students 
toward independent reading and engage 
them in a fully interactive experience.  
Students can hear the text read aloud, 
view video clips, record their voices, and 
complete interactive activities that build 
academic skills—from word study and 
vocabulary to comprehension and writing.  
The interactiv-ebooks can be used in a 
variety of instructional settings and help 
support numerous literacy and learning 
goals.  For a detailed overview of how to use 
the interactiv-ebooks in the classroom, see 
pages 37–38.  



26 #14601—Upper Emergent—Teacher’s Guide	 © Teacher Created Materials 

How to Use This Product (cont.)

About the Books  
The TIME For Kids Nonfiction Readers program 
has been designed to enhance any reading 
program.  Each book motivates students to 
want to read with high-interest, nonfiction 
content and engaging full-color photographs.  
Moreover, the authentic nonfiction reading 
experiences the books provide, combined with 
rich, dynamic lessons and audio and technology 
resources, can help students develop vocabulary, 
comprehension, and fluency skills.

The books are divided into reading levels.  The 
Upper Emergent level (levels 1.5 through 1.9) is 
designed for students in the second semester of 
grade one.  Each book in the Upper Emergent  
kit has 20 pages.  There are six copies each of the 
15 titles. 

Level 1.5:  A Frog’s Life; A Butterfly’s Life;  
A Bee’s  Life 
Level 1.6:  Things with Wings; Sea Life;  
Going Buggy!
Level 1.7:  Make Papel Picado; Make a Chinese 
New Year Dragon; Make a Gingerbread Man
Level 1.8:  Staying Healthy; Keeping Fit with 
Sports; Eating Right 
Level 1.9:  Homes Around the World; Kids 
Around the World; Places Around the World 

Leveling Components  

Each reading level includes a variety of features 
that delineate that particular level.  The features 
in each level include the following:

Level 1.5
	 •	 introduction of two-sentence paragraphs
	 •	 introduction of possessives

	•	 use of one photograph for two pages 
of text

	 •	 introduction of picture glossaries
	•	 introduction of varied placements of text 

on a page
	 •	 introduction of varied narrators

	•	 introduction of possessives with 
apostrophes

	 •	 reduced font size
	 •	 75 to 100 words

Level 1.6
	•	 use of multiple photos with varied 

placement on the page
	•	 some decreased photo and text 

correlation 
	•	 introduction of table of contents
	•	 101 to 150 words

Level 1.7
	•	 introduction of paragraph indentations
	•	 use of contractions
	•	 some use of multiple sentences within 

one paragraph
	•	 some use of elevated vocabulary 
	•	 introduction of multiple punctuation 

types used within the same paragraph  
	•	 151 to 200 words

Level 1.8
	•	 introduction of multiple paragraphs on 

a page 
	•	 limited text support from photos 
	•	 introduction of numbered/bulleted lists  
	•	 additional use of illustrations other than 

photos (diagrams, charts, graphs, etc.)
	•	 201 to 250 words

Level 1.9
	•	 some multiple paragraphs on a 

single page
	•	 clear flow and link of text from one page 

to the next 
	•	 decreased photo and text correlation
	•	 some complex sentence structures
	•	 text-heavy pages
	•	 251 to 300 words



27© Teacher Created Materials	 #14601—Upper Emergent—Teacher’s Guide

How to Use This Product (cont.)

Word Counts and Level Correlations  

Word counts are often considered an important aspect of leveling.  The word counts for the TIME For 
Kids Nonfiction Readers: Upper Emergent level are found on the chart below.  Also included are the 
reading level designations from Teacher Created Materials (TCM) and the corresponding levels for 
Guided Reading (GR), Early Intervention (EI), and Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA), as well 
as Lexile® Measures.

Upper Emergent Title Word 
Count

TCM 
Level

Guided 
Reading 

Level

Early 
Intervention 

Level

DRA 
Level

Lexile®  
Measure

A Frog’s Life 101 1.5 E 8 8 180L

A Butterfly’s Life 99 1.5 E 8 8 190L

A Bee’s Life 100 1.5 E 8 8 260L

Things with Wings 143 1.6 F 10 10 300L

Sea Life 150 1.6 F 10 10 300L

Going Buggy! 146 1.6 F 10 10 380L

Make Papel Picado 199 1.7 G 12 12 230L

Make a Chinese New Year 
Dragon 196 1.7 G 12 12 320L

Make a Gingerbread Man 194 1.7 G 12 12 360L

Staying Healthy 234 1.8 H 14 14 160L

Keeping Fit with Sports 240 1.8 H 14 14 280L

Eating Right 221 1.8 H 14 14 260L

Homes Around the World 293 1.9 I 16 16 360L

Kids Around the World 285 1.9 I 16 16 140L

Places Around the World 275 1.9 I 16 16 330L
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Using TIME For Kids Nonfiction 
Readers in a Guided Reading/
Balanced Literacy Model
TIME For Kids Nonfiction Readers is a 
comprehensive program that can be flexibly 
implemented in a guided reading/balanced 
literacy model.  The high-interest books will 
provide an engaging reading experience while 
supporting students’ development of phonics.  
The comprehensive teacher’s guide with 
step‑by-step lesson plans and student  
activities can be easily utilized in all the  
blocks of a balanced literacy model,  
including guided reading, whole-group  
mini-lessons, learning centers, independent 
guided practice, word work/vocabulary, 
writing, and independent reading.  The 
multiple assessment opportunities will 
diagnose students’ needs and inform teachers’ 
instruction to move students toward mastery 
of key reading and writing skills.

Guided Reading
Two key features of TIME For Kids Nonfiction 
Readers allow it to be effectively used within 
a guided reading program.  First, it can serve 
to target specific word-recognition and 
word‑work skills.  Second, the high-interest 
leveled books make them ideal selections for 
use with groups who need practice at certain 
reading levels and with general reading skills.  
Oral reading records for each book are included 
so that teachers can monitor the progress of 
students as they increase their reading levels.

Targeting Leveled Practice and Other 
Reading Skills

Each book included in the TIME For Kids 
Nonfiction Readers program has been leveled 
for use in small groups of students with similar 
reading levels.  An oral reading record for each 
book is provided in the Assessment Guide  

(and in digital form on the Assessment DVD) to 
help determine and monitor the appropriate 
reading level for each student.  The chart on 
page 27 indicates the reading levels of the 
books included within this kit.

As students move through the books in the 
program, they will encounter carefully written 
content designed to provide, in addition to 
nonfiction reading skill development, practice 
with many other areas of literacy, such as 
word knowledge, sight-word recognition, 
increasingly complex sentence structures, 
text features, fluency, and the reading-writing 
connection.  As such, teachers in a guided 
reading program will have access to ample 
material for encouraging reading development 
across all areas of literacy.  

Whether the books in the program are being 
used to address specific word work and 
vocabulary skills or for leveled reading practice, 
teachers will find many other portions of the 
kits appropriate for a guided reading program.  

Lesson Plan Structure

The TIME For Kids Nonfiction Readers lesson 
plans are set up in the traditional guided 
reading structure of Before, During, and After 
Reading activities and questions.  Vocabulary 
is isolated for pre-instruction and more 
challenging words are noted for special 
attention.  If needed, the lessons can also be 
used as a quick review or mini-lesson. 

How to Use This Product (cont.)
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Guided Reading (cont.)

Progress Monitoring

As mentioned on the previous page, oral reading 
records and comprehension assessments for 
each book are included so that teachers may 
monitor the growth of their students in oral 
reading and comprehension and for their 
reading levels.  Teachers will probably not want 
to administer the oral reading records for each 
book but will choose points at which they need 
data to make instructional decisions for specific 
students.  When those decision points arise, TIME 
For Kids Nonfiction Readers provides the tools 
needed in easy-to-use formats.

Other Blocks of a Balanced Reading 
Program

Learning Centers and Independent Guided 
Practice

One of the challenges of a guided reading 
program is making sure the students who are not 
in the small instructional group with which the 
teacher is currently working are constructively 
engaged.  TIME For Kids Nonfiction Readers 
lesson plans provide ample suggestions and 
materials for independent student use and for 
the development of centers.  

Two high-interest activity sheets are included for 
each of the books.  One activity sheet focuses on 
the word recognition, word attack, or vocabulary 
skills addressed in the lesson.  The other activity 
sheet focuses on a key comprehension skill 
from the lesson.  Students who have read the 
book may complete these pages independently.  
Reviewing the students’ work on these  
practice pages can also provide additional 
progress-monitoring information for the teacher.

Vocabulary and Word Study

Many of the activities in the TIME For Kids 
Nonfiction Readers program are appropriate for 
whole-class work in a word work or vocabulary 
session.  These sessions could focus on activities 
suggested in the lesson plans for vocabulary 
development or for word-knowledge practice.  

Writing

The lesson plan for each book includes a 
specific writing activity.  Additionally, writing 
is integrated into each of the activity sheets.  
Depending on the level of the TIME For Kids 
Nonfiction Readers kit a teacher is using in the 
classroom, the writing activities vary from 
requiring students to label pictures or write 
sentences to writing short stories as a way to 
apply the new skills they learn, or as a way to 
show comprehension of the story. 

Independent Reading

The books from the TIME For Kids Nonfiction 
Readers program provide quality, high‑interest, 
easy-to-read content.  As such, they can 
be added to classroom libraries for use as 
independent reading selections.

The program offers an extensive menu of 
instructional options that allows teachers to 
readily integrate the program into their guided 
reading/balanced literacy model.  Throughout 
the lessons, students will use different modalities.  
They will participate in reading, chanting, and 
doing physical movements.  This encourages 
students to be active learners who are engaged 
in what they are doing and who retain what they 
have learned.  

How to Use This Product (cont.)
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Lesson 5: Sea Life

Word Work 
	 •	 High-Frequency Words: many, live, 

they, that, come
	 •	 Word Study: Word chunk patterns  

–ish and –ark

Academic Vocabulary 
	 •	 anglerfish 
	 •	 coral reef 
	 •	 crab
	 •	 seaweed
	 •	 shark
	 •	 sea horse
	 •	 starfish
	 •	 sea urchin
	 •	 whale
	 •	 Know Your Words activity sheet 

(page 79)

Comprehension 
	 •	 Using Meaning Clues
	 •	 Using Prior Knowledge
	 •	 Facts About Sea Life activity sheet 

(page 80)

Writing 
Use high-frequency and vocabulary words 
to write words, phrases, or sentences.  

Cross-curricular Connections 
	 •	 Science: Students know that 

differences exist among individuals of 
the same kind of plant or animal.  

	 •	 Mathematics: Students understand 
that numerals are symbols used to 
represent quantities or attributes of 
real-world objects.  

Building Fluency 
	 •	 Reading the Book: repeated readings 

with audio support; choral reading
	 •	 Reading the Poem: poetry folder; 

repeated readings
	 •	 “Sea Life” poem (page 78)

Focus Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

	 •	 use meaning clues to aid comprehension and 
make predictions about content

	 •	 use prior knowledge and experience to relate to 
new information 

TESOL Objective 
Students will use appropriate learning strategies to 
construct and apply academic knowledge.  

From tide pools to 
the open ocean, the 
sea is filled with life— swimming, crawling, 
floating.  You can learn all about the things in 
the sea in 
this book!

Level 1.6
Word Count: 150
Reading Level Correlations:
Early Intervention Level 10
Guided Reading Level F
DRA Level 10
Lexile® 300

TCM 14590
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Sea
Life

Dona Herweck Rice
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Lesson 5: Sea Life (cont.) 

Academic Vocabulary 
	 1.	 Display a picture of the ocean.  List things 

that students can name that are found in 
the sea.  Your chart may look similar to the 
chart on the right.  

	 2.	 Instruct students to add high-frequency 
and vocabulary words to their 
dictionaries.  Encourage them to write a 
word, phrase, or sentence for each word 
and include a picture.  

	 3.	 For additional practice with the academic 
vocabulary in this lesson, have students 
complete the Know Your Words activity 
sheet (page 79).

Things Found in the Sea

sand water

jellyfish crabs

rocks starfish

seashells seaweed

boats sunken ships

sharks eels

Word Work 
	 1.	 High-Frequency Words—Write the 

words many, live, they, that, and come 
on the board.  Read each word aloud.  
Depending on students’ abilities, you may 
wish to introduce the high-frequency 
words one at a time. 

	•	 Provide students with letter stamps.  
On chart paper, write the word many.  
Have students spell the word with letter 
stamps.  Then have students read the 
word, spell it, and say the word again.  
Repeat the procedure with each of 
the words.  

	•	 If you have a classroom word wall, have 
students add the high-frequency words 
to it.  As time permits, have the class 
read the word wall together to reinforce 
mastery of high-frequency words.  

	 2.	 Word Study—Write the –ish word chunk 
on a sheet of chart paper using a red 
marker.  

	•	 Have students brainstorm words that 
end with –ish (fish, dish, swish, wish).  
Write these words on the chart. 

	•	 Repeat the process above for the  
–ark word chunk (bark, hark, lark, shark).  

Tip: When reading words from 
the list, have students 

clap when you say the onset and 
spread out their hands when you say 
the rime.  For example, clap when 
saying the f in fish and spread hands 
wide when reading the –ish.  This 
will help students clearly identify the 
beginning (onset) and ending sounds 
(rime).  
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Lesson 5: Sea Life (cont.) 

During Reading 

	 1.	 Using Meaning Clues—Take a text walk through the book with students and allow them to 
discuss the features of the text.  What types of things do they notice about the pictures and 
how the book progresses?  (The pictures show different animals that live in the sea.)

	 2.	 Using Prior Knowledge—Read the title of the book to students, pointing to each word as 
you read it.  Explain to students that you are going to read the book and think out loud to 
connect what you know about sea life to what you are reading.  

	•	 After each page, pause and model thinking aloud.  For example, after reading “Sea horses 
live in shallow water,” say, “I know sea horses are small and cannot swim well.  They must 
use the waves and the tide to move around.”  Explain that doing think-alouds and referring 
back to the text helps build comprehension.  

	•	 Read the book aloud to students, pausing to model connecting prior knowledge.  Then 
have students read the book independently.  Monitor and check for understanding.

Assessment Opportunity—Monitor students to ensure they read the 
high‑frequency words accurately.  

Comprehension 

Before Reading 

	 1.	 Using Meaning Clues—Prior to showing students the front 
cover, show them the glossary on page 19 of the book.  

	•	 Read the words and look at the pictures together.  Ask 
students to predict what the book will be about and 
whether they think the book will be nonfiction or fiction.  

	•	 Display the front cover.  Ask students if they would like to 
add or change their predictions.  Explain to students that 
good readers change their predictions as they read and get 
more clues from the text.

	 2.	 Using Prior Knowledge—Read the title of the book aloud.  
Ask students what they know about the sea and the animals 
that live in the sea.  Have students do a quick sketch of what 
the sea looks like below the water.  Ask students not to focus 
on details but rather draw as many different kinds of sea life as they can think of.  Allow 
students to share their sketches and to tell about what they know about sea life prior to 
reading.  

English Language 
Support 
When students are sharing 
their sea drawings, 
encourage detailed 
responses involving shape, 
color, and behavior.  
Model prompts such as 
Please describe _____, 
or Give me more details.  
Note: You may wish to 
post a chart with prompts 
and responses for students 
to refer to. 
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Cross-curricular Connections
Science—Discuss with students the differences in breathing between sea 
creatures that need to come up for air (such as whales, seals, and sea turtles) 
and those that do not.  If possible, show students pictures from reference 
books or the Internet. 

Math—Have students count the fish in the book—a challenge because some 
pages show a great number of fish.  Let students compare their findings page 
by page.    

Comprehension (cont.) 

After Reading 

	 1.	 Using Prior Knowledge—Ask students to list the sea 
creatures that were named in the book.  

	•	 Then ask students which of those sea creatures were 
listed on their Things Found in the Sea chart.  

	•	 Ask students why plants are included in the book 
about sea life.  Be sure they understand that both 
plants and animals are living things.  

	 •	 For additional practice with comprehension, have 
students complete the Facts About Sea Life activity 
sheet (page 80).  

	 2.	 Building Oral Language—Review the color photos in 
the book.  Model using adjectives to talk about each sea 
creature.  Then ask pairs of students to discuss each picture using adjectives.  Finally, as a 
class, discuss the coloration and body features of sea and land animals. 

Lesson 5: Sea Life (cont.) 

Writing 
Have students write about their favorite sea life.  

	 •	 Give below-grade-level students a word bank to use when writing.  
	 •	 Have on-grade-level students say the sounds in the words slowly and write each sound 

they hear.  
	 •	 Encourage above-grade-level students to write sentences that include descriptive language.

English Language 
Support 
Review the main idea of 
the book with students. 
(Many different plants 
and animals live in the 
sea).  Challenge students 
to add a page to the book, 
writing about another sea 
creature and illustrating it.  
Display these pages in the 
classroom.  
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Building Fluency 
	 1.	 Reading the Book—Use one or more of the following methods for fluency practice: 

	•	 Use a copy of the book (provided on the Teacher Resource CD) along with the professional 
audio recording (provided on the Audio CD) so students can practice reading the book to 
build fluency.  Listening to the book being read aloud will give students an idea of how to 
use proper intonation, expression, and pacing when reading.  

	•	 Use the choral-reading strategy to read the book several times with students and allow 
students to practice reading the book silently and in pairs.  

	 2.	 Reading the Poem—Use one or more of the following methods for fluency practice: 

	•	 Display the “Sea Life” poem (page 78).  Compare and contrast the book and the poem 
by asking students questions, such as “How is the poem similar to or different from the 
book?”  Let students enact the poem by adding corresponding movements.  

	•	 Provide copies of the poem for students to place in their poetry folders.  They can practice 
reading the poem during free-choice time and independent or paired reading time.  

	•	 Write the poem on a sheet of chart paper.  Take time to reread it throughout the day.   
Encourage students to create actions, gestures, or a tune to go along with the poem.

Assessment Opportunities—Use the oral reading record and the fluency 
rubric provided in the Assessment Guide to assess students’ ability to read 
the book and poem fluently and accurately.  

Lesson 5: Sea Life (cont.) 
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Sea Life

I am a little turtle

Swimming in the sea,

Gliding though the seaweed

Oh, so happily.  

 I am a little dolphin

 Splashing in the sea,

 Playing in the water

 With walrus company.  

I am a little sea horse

Gliding in the sea,

Watching an octopus

Wave its legs at me.  

 I am a little starfish

 Resting in the sea,

 Lying in a tide pool,

 The very place for me!
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Name: _____________________________________

Facts About Sea Life
Directions: Complete each sentence below by writing a word 
from the word bank on the line.

Word Bank
anglerfish     Seaweed     sea horse

whale     shark

 1. Little fish stay away from the hungry 
.  

 2. 
 is a sea plant.  

 3. A 
 is an ocean mammal.  

 4. An 
 makes its own light.  

 5. A 
 lives in shallow water.
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Name: _____________________________________

Know Your Words

Directions: Look at the pictures below.  Match the words 
from the word bank to the correct picture.  Then write the 
word on the line.

Word Bank

seaweed     coral reef     starfish     sea urchin

 1.  2. 

 3.  4. 
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Sea Life

I am a little turtle

Swimming in the sea,

Gliding though the seaweed

Oh, so happily.  

	 I am a little dolphin

	 Splashing in the sea,

	 Playing in the water

	 With walrus company.  

I am a little sea horse

Gliding in the sea,

Watching an octopus

Wave its legs at me.  

	 I am a little starfish

	 Resting in the sea,

	 Lying in a tide pool,

	 The very place for me!
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Name:_ _____________________________________

Know Your Words

Directions: Look at the pictures below.  Match the words 
from the word bank to the correct picture.  Then write the 
word on the line.

Word Bank

seaweed     coral reef     starfish     sea urchin

	1.	 	2.	

	3.	 	4.	
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Name:_ _____________________________________

Facts About Sea Life

Directions: Complete each sentence below by writing a word 
from the word bank on the line.

Word Bank

anglerfish     Seaweed     sea horse

whale     shark

	1.	 Little fish stay away from the hungry .  

	2.	  is a sea plant.  

	3.	 A  is an ocean mammal.  

	4.	 An  makes its own light.  

	5.	 A  lives in shallow water.
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	 Lesson 5: Sea Life

	 Oral Reading Record

Name ________________________________ 	 Date _ __________

Assessor _ _____________________________________________

Word Count Codes

150 E = errors SC = self-corrections M = meaning S = structure V = visual

Page Text E SC
Cues Used

E SC

3
Many  animals  and  plants  live  in  the  sea.

M     S     V M     S     V

4 Sea  horses  live  in  shallow  water.   They  hold  on   

to  seaweed.

M     S     V M     S     V

5
Crabs  live  in  shallow  water,  too.

M     S     V M     S     V

6
Starfish  live  in  tide  pools.

M     S     V M     S     V

7 So  do  sea  urchins.  They  are  both  small  creatures  

that  come  and  go  with  the  tides. 

M     S     V M     S     V

8
Whales  can  dive  deep,  but  they  are  mammals.

M     S     V M     S     V

9
Mammals  have  to  come  up  for  air.

M     S     V M     S     V

10 Anglerfish  can  live  in  the  deep  sea.   Each  

anglerfish  has  a  fin  with  its  own  light.

M     S     V M     S     V

SUBTOTALS

From tide pools to the open ocean, the sea is filled with life— swimming, crawling, floating.  You can learn all about the things in the sea in 
this book!

Level 1.6
Word Count: 150
Reading Level Correlations:Early Intervention Level 10Guided Reading Level FDRA Level 10

Lexile® 300
TCM 14590
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Dona Herweck Rice

GO ON
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Lesson 5: Sea Life (cont.)	

	 Oral Reading Record (cont.)

Page Text E SC
Cues Used

E SC

11 Little  fish  try  to  eat  the  anglerfish.  Then  the  

anglerfish  eats  them!
M     S     V M     S     V

12 Sharks  do  not  live  in  one  place.  They  swim  all  

over.

M     S     V M     S     V

13
They  are  always  looking  for  fish  to  eat.

M     S     V M     S     V

14
Many  sea  animals  live  near  coral  reefs.

M     S     V M     S     V

15 The  coral  has  many  places  where  animals  can  

hide.

M     S     V M     S     V

16 Plants  live  in  the  sea,  too.  There  are  many  kinds  

of  seaweeds  there.

M     S     V M     S     V

18 Forests  of  sea  plants  grow  from  the  ocean   

bottom  to  the  light  above.

M     S     V M     S     V

Subtotals from previous page

TOTALS

Error 
Rate:

Self-Correction 
Rate:

Accuracy 
Percentage:

Time:



Multiple-Choice Test

Name _____________________________________ 	 Date:____________

Directions: Read each question.  Choose the best answer.  
Fill in the bubble for the answer you have chosen.

	1	Which one lives in 
shallow water?

	 A	a shark

	 B	a whale

	 C	a sea horse

	 D	an anglerfish

	3	Sharks are always 
looking for _____ to eat. 

	 A	whales

	 B	sea horses

	 C	coral

	 D	fish

	2	Why do many sea 
animals live near coral 
reefs?  

	A	They can hide in coral.

	B	Each anglerfish has a 
fin with its own light.

	C	Mammals have to come 
up for air.

	D	The coral is red.

	4	Which one is true?	  

	A	Starfish have fins with 
lights.

	B	Sea urchins live in tide 
pools.

	C	Whales are not 
mammals.

	D	Starfish live in deep, 
deep water.
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	 Lesson 5: Sea Life (cont.)
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2

Many animals and plants 
live in the sea.

3



Sea horses live in shallow 
water.  They hold on to 
seaweed.

4

Crabs live in shallow 
water, too.

5



Starfish live in tide pools.

6

So do sea urchins.  They are 
both small creatures that 
come and go with the tides.

7



Whales can dive deep, but 
they are mammals.

8

Mammals have to come up 
for air.

9



Anglerfish can live in the 
deep sea.  Each anglerfish 
has a fin with its own light.

10

Little fish try to eat the 
anglerfish.  Then the 
anglerfish eats them!

11



Sharks do not live in one 
place.  They swim all over.

12

They are always looking for 
fish to eat.

13



Many sea animals live near 
coral reefs.

14

The coral has many places 
where animals can hide.

15



Plants live in the sea, too.  
There are many kinds of 
seaweeds there.

16 17



Forests of sea plants grow 
from the ocean bottom to 
the light above.
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Glossary

seaweedcoral reef

anglerfish sea urchin

sharkcrab

starfishsea

whalesea horse
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Words to Know

anglerfish

animals

coral reefs

crabs

creatures

deep

dive

fin

fish

forests

hide

light

mammals

ocean

plants

sea

sea horses

sea urchins

seaweed

shallow

sharks

starfish

swim

tide pools

tides

water

whales
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